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How do you interact with SPCC Plans?



 Non-Qualified Facility vs. Qualified Facility SPCC Plans
 SPCC Plan Implementation
◦ Training
◦ Integrity Inspections
◦ Oil Spill Response

 5-Year SPCC Reviews and Amendments
◦ Process
◦ Examples
◦ Timeline
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What aspects of SPCC Plan implementation 
would you like to learn more about? 
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 Non-Qualified Facilities (Tier I and Tier II) Criteria
◦ Less than 10,000 gallons of aboveground oil storage
◦ In the past 3 years has not had:
 A single discharge of 1,000 gallons of oil or
 Two discharges of 42 gallons of oil within one year
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 Discharge Definition 40 CFR 112.1(b)
◦ Release oil that may be harmful into or upon the navigable waters of the 

United States or adjoining shorelines

 Discharges that “may be harmful” 40 CFR 110.3
◦ Violate applicable water quality standards
◦ Cause a film or sheen 
◦ Cause a sludge or emulsion to be deposited
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Tanks </= 5,000 
gallons

Tanks > 5,000 gallons

Total Oil Storage Capacity </= 10,000 
gallons

No discharges of 1,000 gallons or 
two discharge of 42 gallons 

Tier I Tier II 
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 Tier I Qualified Facilities 40 CFR 112.6(a) 
May prepare and implement SPCC Plan following:
◦ Tier I template from Appendix G to part 112;
◦ Tier II template from Office of the State Fire Marshal;
◦ Equivalent SPCC Plan with cross-section reference; or
◦ PE Certified SPCC Plan.

https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/calfire-osfm_tierii_spcc_plantemplate_05-2021-accessible.pdf?rev=0f2757843940483c88247338d4a5b31e
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Have you prepared an SPCC Plan with the Tier I Template?
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 Tier I Self-Certification
◦ You are familiar with the applicable requirements of 40 CFR part 112; 
◦ You have visited and examined the facility; 
◦ You prepared the Plan in accordance with accepted and sound industry practices and standards; 
◦ You have established procedures for required inspections and testing in accordance with industry 

inspection and testing standards or recommended practices; 
◦ You will fully implement the Plan; 
◦ The facility meets the qualification criteria in § 112.3(g)(1); 
◦ The Plan does not deviate from any requirement of this part as allowed by § 112.7(a)(2) and 

112.7(d) or include measures pursuant to § 112.9(c)(6) for produced water containers and any 
associated piping; and 

◦ The Plan and individual(s) responsible for implementing this Plan have the approval of 
management, and the facility owner or operator has committed the necessary resources to fully 
implement this Plan.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.3#p-112.3(g)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.7#p-112.7(a)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.7#p-112.7(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.9#p-112.9(c)(6)
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 Tier II Self-Certification
◦ You are familiar with the requirements of this part; 
◦ You have visited and examined the facility; 
◦ You prepared the Plan in accordance with accepted and sound industry practices and standards, 

and with requirements of this part; 
◦ You have established Procedures for required inspections and testing have been established in 

accordance with industry inspection and testing standards or recommended practices; 
◦ You will fully implement the Plan; 
◦ The facility meets the qualification criteria in § 112.3(g)(2); 
◦ The Plan does not deviate from any requirement of this part as allowed by § 112.7(a)(2) and 

112.7(d) or include measures pursuant to § 112.9(c)(6) for produced water containers and any 
associated piping, except as provided in paragraph (b)(3) of this section; and 

◦ The Plan and individual(s) responsible for implementing this Plan have the approval of 
management, and the facility owner or operator has committed the necessary resources to fully 
implement this Plan.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.3#p-112.3(g)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.7#p-112.7(a)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.7#p-112.7(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.9#p-112.9(c)(6)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.6#p-112.6(b)(3)
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 Tier II Qualified Facility
◦ Prepare a self-certified Plan which meets Tier II EPA regulatory requirements
◦ A Tier II template from Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) is available to the 

public 

https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/calfire-osfm_tierii_spcc_plantemplate_05-2021-accessible.pdf?rev=0f2757843940483c88247338d4a5b31e


What is significant about tanks with a capacity of 
5,001-gallons or greater?
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Tanks </= 5,000 
gallons

Tanks > 5,000 gallons

Total Oil Storage Capacity </= 10,000 
gallons

No discharges of 1,000 gallons or two 
discharge of 42 gallons 

Total Oil Storage Capacity > 10,000 
gallons

Non-Qualified Facility

Discharge of 1,000 gallons or two 
discharge of 42 gallons 

Tier I Tier II 
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 Non-Qualified Facility
◦ Requires full PE certified SPCC Plan
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 Tier I Qualified Facilities
◦ NOT APPLICABLE

 Tier II Qualified Facilities
◦ May deviate from rule requirements (hybrid plan)
 A self-certified Plan with Professional Engineer (PE)-certified portions
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 Non-Qualified Facility
◦ May deviate from rule requirements 
◦ May include a Facility Response Plan (FRP) 
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 Environmental Equivalence § 112.7(a)(2)
o Other means of spill prevention, control, or countermeasure.
o State the reasons for nonconformance in your Plan
o Describe alternate methods and how you will achieve equivalent 

environmental protection.
o Following good engineering practice and PE certification.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.7#p-112.7(a)(2)
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 Produced Water 40 CFR 112.9(c)(6) 
◦ Alternative to sized secondary containment requirements
◦ Description of oil expected 
◦ Procedures for inspection
◦ Perform repairs
◦ Promptly address oil discharges
◦ Retain records on implementation

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112/section-112.9#p-112.9(c)(6)
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 Secondary Containment Impracticability § 112.7(d)
◦ Explain secondary containment is not practicable for bulk storage containers
◦ Conduct integrity testing and leak testing of the valves and piping

◦ Either submit a Facility Response Plan under § 112.20, or
◦ An oil spill contingency plan following the provisions of part 109 and 
◦ A written commitment of manpower, equipment, and materials required to control 

and remove any quantity of oil discharged that may be harmful.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112/section-112.7#p-112.7(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.20
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-109
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 The SPCC Plan is a facility-specific document to protect the 
navigable waterways through:
◦ Procedures to minimize the potential for oil to Spill
◦ Prevention of oil discharges through containment
◦ Control measures to keep oil discharges from impacting shorelines and waters of the 

U.S.
◦ Countermeasures to contain, clean-up, and mitigate discharges through spill 

response measures
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 The following information must be included in SPCC 
Plans:
◦ Oil containers at the facility including the contents, capacity, 

and location of each container;
◦ Procedures that you will use to prevent oil spills;
◦ Measures you installed to prevent oil from reaching water;
◦ Measures you will use to contain and cleanup an oil spill; and
◦ Emergency contacts and first responders.
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 The following information must be included in SPCC Plans:
◦ Use containers suitable for the oil stored; 
◦ Identify contractors or other local personnel who can help you clean up an oil 

spill; 
◦ Provide overfill prevention for your oil storage containers; 
◦ Provide effective, sized secondary containment for bulk storage containers; 
◦ Provide effective, general secondary containment; and 
◦ Periodically inspect and test pipes and containers when they 

are installed or repaired. 
 Keep a written record of your inspections. 
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 “Sheen Rule” Discharges that may be harmful:
 Violates state water quality standards,
 Causes a film or sheen on the water‘s surface, or 
 Leaves sludge or emulsion beneath the surface. 

◦ Not based on amount of oil discharged

 Contact list and phone numbers 40 CFR 112.7(a)(3)(vi)

◦ National Response Center (NRC)
◦ Cleanup contractors
◦ Federal, State and local agencies

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112/subpart-A#p-112.7(a)(3)(vi)
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 Oil spill/discharge 40 CFR 112.4
◦ Report to the EPA Regional Administrator (RA) when there is a discharge of: 
 More than 1,000 gallons of oil in a single discharge to navigable 

waters or adjoining shorelines
 More than 42 gallons of oil in each of two discharges to 

navigable waters or adjoining shorelines within a 12-month period
 An owner/operator must report the discharge(s) to the EPA 

Regional Administrator within 60 days

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-112.4
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APSA
 Petroleum spill/discharge
◦ ANY significant release/threatened release  
 Local and State Agencies

 California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES)
 CUPA
 California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

(Regional Board)
 Fire department



26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

 Documentation
◦ Reportable spills must be recorded
◦ Retain with SPCC Plan for 3 years
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 APSA regulates tank facilities that are subject to the 
federal SPCC rule. California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.67

◦ Scope and exemptions
◦ Requirements for tank facilities 
◦ Implementation by the unified program agency

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=20.&title=&part=&chapter=6.67.&article
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 APSA Inspections
◦ 10,000 gallons or more of petroleum
◦ Once every 3 years

 Review of SPCC Plan
◦ All tank facilities with aggregate petroleum capacity of 1,320 gallons or more

 Owner/operator
◦ File a tank facility statement with the CUPA
 Annually, on or before date specified by local CUPA
 A complete business plan MAY satisfy this requirement

◦ Pay a fee to the CUPA
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 Contents of the SPCC Plan
 Supplemental Documentation
◦ Training
◦ Inspections
◦ Spill History
◦ 5-year evaluation and review
◦ Amendments
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 Training 
◦ For personnel working around or with oil
◦ Initial and annual refresher, including spill briefings

 Documentation
◦ Roster with training topics
◦ Filed with SPCC Plan for 3 years
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 Integrity Inspections
◦ Bulk Storage Containers
 Type and frequency based on container design
 Qualified personnel

 Documentation
 Retain records for 3 years
 Formal tank inspections and testing retain for life of the tank
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How often must an owner/operator perform portable 
container inspections according to STI SP001?
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 SPCC Plan 5-Year Review
◦ Required within 5 years of last site evaluation and plan review
◦ Consists of review of Plan and Facility to indicate if an amendment is 

required
 Documentation

 Review page and indicate if an amendment is needed

“The only thing that is constant is change”
  - Greek Philosopher
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Review SPCC Plan details

Conduct site evaluation

No changes to 
potential oil 

discharge

Complete SPCC 
Review page

Changes to potential 
oil discharge

Amend SPCC Plan Implement SPCC 
Amendment
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 Technical or Non-Technical Amendment?
◦ Technical Amendment (§ 112.5) 
 Change in the facility design, construction, operation, or maintenance that materially 

affects its potential for a discharge (112.1(b)).
◦ Non-technical amendments
 Administrative changes not materially affecting the facility's potential to discharge oil
 Changes to ownership, emergency contacts, phone numbers, or names
 Product changes compatible with existing tank/secondary containment conditions
 Replacing identical quality/capacity/number containers or equipment
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 No changes in past 5 years?
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 Emergency contact changed (i.e., Facility Response Coordinator)
 Emergency clean-up contractor changed (i.e., Safety Kleen to Ramos 

Environmental)
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 No changes in past 5 years? Impressive!
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 Change in oil storage location(s) (i.e., Maintenance Shop to 

Hazardous Materials Shed)
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 No changes in past 5 years? We shall see!
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 New oil added to Facility of 55-gallons or greater (i.e., kerosene)
 Previously existing oil of 55-gallons or greater removed (i.e., cobalt)
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 No changes in past 5 years? Think again!
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 Tank replacement(s)
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 No changes in past 5 years?
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 New or used empty tanks
 Permanently closed tanks
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 Tank construction for material stored
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 Insufficient tank normal or emergency venting
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 Documentation filing
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 Non-reportable spills not recorded or “never happen”
 Secondary drainage forms not completed
 Training not completed annually
 Other regulatory program training used in place of SPCC training 

requirements
 Pencil whipped inspection forms
 Unresolved deficiencies recorded in inspection forms month after month
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 Good engineering practices
◦ Commonly found during site evaluations:
 Tanks without emergency response signage (i.e., NFPA diamonds)
 Oil storage areas without emergency response procedures and contact 

information
 Fuel dispenser hosing resting on ground surface
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How often must an owner or operator perform a site 
evaluation and review their Facility’s SPCC Plan? 
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 SPCC Plan Amendments
◦ Required within 6 months of a change:
 Administrative – personnel name change, response company changed

 Technical – improved spill and discharge prevention measures, change in discharge 
potential, changed tanks, removed tanks, added tanks, equipment install, etc.
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 Documentation
◦ Tier I and Tier II Qualified Facilities
 Certification completed by authorized person

◦ Non-Qualified Facility
 Certified Engineer amendment signed and stamped

 Implementation of changes required within 6 months of Plan 
amendment
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When must an owner or operator of an applicable Facility 
amend their SPCC Plan?
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 Prepare an SPCC Plan with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
 Implement SPCC Plan
 Update SPCC Plan
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 Prepare an SPCC Plan
 File a tank facility statement/annual certification of the 

business plan
 Submit required annual fee
 Implement SPCC Plan
 Update SPCC Plan
 Comply with other APSA requirements
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