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 SPCC vs. APSA
 Qualified Facilities
 APSA Regulations
 CUPA Requirements



 Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC)
◦ Administered by federal EPA
◦ SPCC Plan required at 1,320 gallons of oil
◦ Oil and mixtures of oil in containers over 55-gallons
◦ Intended to prevent spills to navigable waters of the US

 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA)
◦ Administered by Office of the State Fire Marshal
◦ SPCC Plan required for a 55-gallon tank in underground area (TIUGA)
◦ Only considerers petroleum mixtures towards threshold of 1,320 gallons
◦ Intended to prevent spills to waters of the state, including groundwater



 Qualified Facility Applicability 40 CFR 112.3(g)
◦ Less than 10,000 gallons of aboveground oil storage
◦ In the past 3 years has not had:
 A single discharge of oil greater than 1,000 gallons
 Two discharges of oil each greater than 42 gallons within 
 12-months



 Discharge Definition 40 CFR 112.1(b)
◦ Release oil that may be harmful into or upon the navigable 

waters of the United States or adjoining shorelines

 Discharges that “may be harmful” 40 CFR 110.3
◦ Violate applicable water quality standards
◦ Cause a film or sheen 
◦ Cause a sludge or emulsion to be deposited



 Tier I Qualified Facilities 40 CFR 112.6(a) 
May prepare and implement a self-certified SPCC Plan
◦ Tier I template from Appendix G to part 112; 

 APSA Tanks In Underground Area (TIUGA) Facility 
Also eligible for using the Tier I template; 
◦ A TIUGA only SPCC template is in development for less than 1,320 

gallons.

 Tier II Qualified Facilities 40 CFR 112.6(b) 
May prepare and implement a self-certified SPCC Plan
◦ Tier II template from Office of the State Fire Marshal;

https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/calfire-osfm_tierii_spcc_plantemplate_05-2021-accessible.pdf?rev=0f2757843940483c88247338d4a5b31e
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/calfire-osfm_tierii_spcc_plantemplate_05-2021-accessible.pdf?rev=0f2757843940483c88247338d4a5b31e


Total Oil Storage Capacity ≤ 10,000 
gallons

Total Oil Storage Capacity > 10,000 
gallons

Non-Qualified Facility

Discharge ˃ 1,000 gallons or two 
discharge ˃ 42 gallons 

Requires PE certified SPCC Plan



 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.67
◦ Scope and definitions
◦ Exemptions for Transportation and Farms
◦ Requirements for tank facilities
◦ Implementation by the Unified Program Agency
 Inspect facilities with 10,000 gallons or more of petroleum

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=20.&title=&part=&chapter=6.67.&article
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=20.&title=&part=&chapter=6.67.&article


 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) Program 
Regulations (December 2024)
California Code of Regulations Title 19, Division 1, Chapter 11 
◦ Definitions and new requirements
◦ Requires Unified Program Agencies (UPA) enforcement on uncorrected 

violations
◦ Specifies certain violations cannot be classified as minor 
◦ Requires other APSA facilities and conditionally exempt facilities to be 

inspected by UPAs, not just ≥10k facilities
◦ Refresher training requirements for UPA inspectors

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I94340FB0C1A111EFB34ED852991BCC29&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)


 Corrosion Protection Detail
◦ § 1606 requires protection of piping and supporting 

components from corrosion and to prevent galvanic 
corrosion.



◦ § 1607(b) UST tanks shall not be used as AST tanks.
◦ § 1607(c) a rail car, tank car, or tank vehicle shall not be 

used as a storage tank in a permanent, or fixed 
installation.



◦ § 1607(b) UST tanks shall not be used as AST tanks.
◦ § 1607(c) a rail car, tank car, or tank vehicle shall not be 

used as a storage tank in a permanent, or fixed 
installation.



 § 1609 and § 1610 Inspection Determination
 Facilities with less than 10,000 gallons of petroleum may be 

inspected at least once every three years.

 Facilities shall be prioritized for inspections based on:
◦ 1. A facility that has not had a routine inspection under APSA;
◦ 2. Facilities with most time elapsed between APSA routine; 

inspections
◦ 3. Threat to waters of the state

Or an alternative inspection and compliance plan by CUPA



 § 1611 Overview of SPCC Plan Compliance Requirements:
◦ SPCC Plan, including amendments, is complete and appropriate;
◦ SPCC Plan has been certified by the owner or operator, or a PE;
◦ A documented review of the SPCC Plan has been conducted at 

least once every five years;



 § 1611 Overview of SPCC Plan Compliance Requirements:
◦ Appropriate containment and/or diversionary structures or 

equipment are provided;
◦ Periodic inspections and applicable tests following SPCC Plan;



 § 1611 Overview of SPCC Plan Compliance Requirements:
◦ Records of the training and discharge prevention briefings are 

documented for a minimum of 3 years.
◦ The visible discharges have been promptly corrected and 

accumulations of petroleum in diked areas are promptly 
removed.



 § 1612 Overview of Enforcement
◦ Failure to prepare an SPCC plan shall not be classified as a minor 

violation.
◦ The UPA may pursue formal enforcement for any owner or operator of a 

tank facility who receives a non-minor violation or who fails to correct 
minor violations within 30 days.

◦ The UPA shall pursue formal enforcement to obtain compliance with a 
violation that remains open or uncorrected for more than six years or 
after two APSA routine inspection cycles, whichever is less.

◦ Inspection report 30-calendar days after the conclusion of the inspection. 



 § 1613 Owner or Operator Instructions During 
Inspections

 Owner or operator shall have the SPCC Plan and applicable required records 
and documentation available for review upon request by the UPA during 
normal working hours.

 UPA may inspect or review tank facility documentation and records 
remotely or offsite if provided by tank facility owner or operator.



§ 1614 Electronic Reporting Requirements
◦ Annual reporting APSA Element in California Environmental 

Reporting System (CERS).



§ 1614 Electronic Reporting Requirements
◦ File a tank facility statement or HMBP chemical inventory with 

the CUPA:
 Annually, on or before date specified by local CUPA
 Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) may satisfy this 

requirement



Owner/operator Electronic Reporting Requirements
◦ File a tank facility statement or HMBP chemical inventory with 

the CUPA:
 Annually, on or before date specified by local CUPA
 Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) may satisfy this 

requirement



 § 1616 UPA Notifications to the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board
◦ The UPA shall coordinate with the Regional Water Quality 

Control Board regarding the investigation, cleanup, and 
abatement activities.



 Prepare an SPCC Plan
 File a tank facility statement/annual certification of the 

Hazardous Material Business Plan elements
 Conduct training
 Conduct inspections
 Implement SPCC Plan
 Update SPCC Plan
 Comply with other APSA requirements
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