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H I S T O R Y

• May 30, 2017 US EPA’s Hazardous Waste (HW) Generator 

Improvement Rule (GIR) went into effect
• Re-organized and consolidated HWG Regs
• Provided greater flexibility to generators
• Identified regulatory gaps
• Clarified aspects of the HWG program
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C A L I F O R N I A  I S  A N  A U T H O R I Z E D  S TA T E

• CA is an authorized state

• DTSC is the primary authority enforcing the RCRA HW 

requirements in CA

• As an authorized state, CA is required to adopt revisions that are 

more stringent than current state standards 
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P H A S E S  O F  I M P L E M E N TA T I O N

• Phase I:
• Mandatory provisions, reorganization, & clarification
• Effective July 1, 2024

• Phase II:
• Optional provisions
• Currently in rulemaking



R E - O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Existing Location Description New Location

Section 66262.34

Hazardous Waste Counting Section 66262.13

Satellite Accumulation Areas 
(SAA)

Section 66262.15

Conditions for exemption for 
SQGs

Section 66262.16

Conditions for exemption for 
LQGs

Section 66262.17

Section 66262.12 ID Number and re-notification Section 66262.18

Articles 3 and 4 of Chapter 15 Preparedness, prevention, and 
emergency planning procedures

Article 9 in Ch. 12
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D T S C  C R O S S W A L K  F O R  G I R

• DTSC-Crosswalk-
Generator-
Improvements-
Rule-6.4.2024-
2.pdf
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N E W  A N D  R E V I S E D  D E F I N I T I O N S

New Definitions Revised Definitions

• Central Accumulation Area 
(CAA)

• Non-acute hazardous waste
• Large Quantity Generator
• Very Small Quantity Generator

• Small quantity generator
• Acutely/Acute Hazardous Waste



N E W  D E F I N I T I O N S

• Non-acute Hazardous Waste:
• Serves to specify that HW which are not “Acute hazardous waste” 

or “extremely hazardous waste” are… non-acute hazardous 
waste

• Done to aid with determining HWG status
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A C U T E  V S  E X T R E M E LY  H A Z A R D O U S  W A S T E

• Acutely Hazardous Waste:
• HW that meet the listing criteria in 40 CFR § 261.11(a) and 

therefore listed in 22 CCR § 66261.31 with assigned HW code 
(H) or 

• Are listed in 22 CCR § 66261.33(e)
• Includes “P-List” and six dioxin-bearing wastes in the “F-List”
• Criterion:

o Separates acute HW from other toxic wastes (U-listed)
o Established management method for containers that held P-listed 

wastes
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A C U T E  V S  E X T R E M E LY  H A Z A R D O U S  W A S T E

• Extremely Hazardous Waste:
• Any HW or mixture of HW 

which, if human exposure 
should occur, may likely result 
in death, disabling personal 
injury or serious illness 
caused by the HW or mixture 
of HW due to its quantity, 
concentration, or chemical 
characteristics

• More of a “CA Thing”

• Appendix X in 22 CCR
• Based on following criteria:

o Acute oral toxicity
o Acute dermal toxicity
o Acute inhalation toxicity
o Carcinogenicity
o Experience or testing
o Water reactive
o Bioaccumulative
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N E W  D E F I N I T I O N S

• Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) § 66260.10:
• Adopted Federal term
• Formally known as CESQG
• A generator who generates ≤ the following in a calendar month:

o 100 kg (220 lbs.) of non-acute HW; and
o 1 kg (2.2 lbs.) of acute HW (§ 66261.31 or § 66261.33(e)
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N E W  D E F I N I T I O N S

• Large Quantity Generator (LQG) § 66260.10:
• Previously commonly understood but never officially defined in 

State Regulations
• A generator who generates any of the following amounts in a 

calendar month:
o ≥1,000 kg (2,200 lbs.) of non-acute HW; or
o ≥1 kg (2.2 lbs.) of EHW
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N E W  D E F I N I T I O N S

• Central Accumulation Area (CAA):
• Refers to any area previously referred to as “90-day” or “180-day” 

waste accumulation areas
• Any on-site HW accumulation area with HW accumulating in 

units subject to SQG or LQG standards

13



R E V I S E D  D E F I N I T I O N S

• Small Quantity Generator (SQG):
• Specifies the types of HW and associated count to aid in 

determining HWG status 
• A generator who generates the following amounts in a calendar 

month:
• <1,000 kg (2,200 lbs.) of non-acute HW; and
• ≤1 kg (2.2 lbs.) of acute HW 
• ≤1 kg (2.2 lbs.) of EHW
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G E N E R A T O R  C A T E G O R Y  D E T E R M I N A T I O N

Generator AHW/calendar 
month

EHW/calendar 
month

Non-Acute 
HW/calendar 
month

LQG > 1kg Any amount Any amount

LQG Any amount > 1kg Any amount

LQG Any amount Any amount ≥ 1,000 kg

SQG ≤ 1kg ≤ 1kg < 1,000 kg

VSQG ≤ 1kg ≤ 1kg ≤100 kg
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Calendar month: The period from the same date of one month to the same date of the next month. Duration can 
vary, consisting of 28 – 31 days.



N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  –  R E N O T I F I C A T I O N  

• § 66262.18
• HWGs are required to 

re-notify to EPA/DTSC 
• Only applies to RCRA 

SQGs and LQGs
• RCRA Subtitle C (Site 

Identification Form) 
aka EPA Form 8700-
12
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  -  R E N O T I F I C A T I O N

17

When to Re-Notify

SQGs:
• Initial re-notification to DTSC: 

Required starting 2024
• Frequency: Every four years
• Due date: September 1st year which 

re-notification is required

LQGs:
• Initial re-notification to DTSC: 

Required even numbered years, 
starting 2026

• Frequency: Every two years
• Due date: March 1st year which re-

notification is required
• *Can be submitted as part of the 

Biennial Report

eVQ can’t be used for re-notification purposes



N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  L A B E L I N G  A N D  M A R K I N G

• Applies to all HWGs

• 3 New Tank labeling and marking 

RQs:
1. Generators must mark or 

label tanks with an indication 
of the hazards of the 
contents
o GHS pictograms, NFPA 

placards, DOT 
diamonds
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  L A B E L I N G  A N D  M A R K I N G

2. HWGs must use inventory logs, 
monitoring equipment, or other records 
to ensure timely disposal of HW and 
demonstrate that:

• For tanks using a batch process, HW 
has been emptied within the 
applicable time period (i.e., 180 days, 
90 days)

• For tanks with continuous flow 
process, demonstrate that estimated 
volumes of HW entering the tank daily 
exit the tank within the applicable time 
period
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  L A B E L I N G  A N D  M A R K I N G

3. Generators must keep inventory logs or records on site and readily 

available for inspection
• Logs must include details on the HW type, quantity, and storage 

dates.
• HWGs must retain inventory logs or records for HW tanks for at 

least 3 years from the date the waste is first accumulated
• Inventory logs, monitoring equipment, or shipping papers, i.e. manifests 

or consolidated manifest receipts 
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Per DTSC, checking the box on a HW label should meet the new marking RQs 



N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  –  S P E C I A L  C O N D I T I O N S  F O R  I G N I TA B L E  O R  
R E A C T I V E  W A S T E S

• Who: LQGs
• Must take precautions to prevent accidental 

ignition or reaction
o Waste must be separated from any 

sources of ignition such as flames, heat, 
sparks, etc.

o When handling ignitable or reactive waste, 
LQGs must confine smoking and open 
flames to certain areas

o “No Smoking” signs must be placed near 
ignitable/reactive waste
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  –  P R E - T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  M A R K I N G
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• § 66262.32(b)
• Who: All HWGs
• Prior to shipment, all containers must be marked 

with:
1. HAZARDOUS WASTE – State & Federal Law 

Prohibit Improper Disposal. If found, contact the 
nearest police or public safety authority, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency or DTSC

2. HWG Name and Address
3. HWG EPA ID
4. Manifest Tracking Number
5. U.S. EPA HW Number(s)

• Aka hazardous waste codes (ex. D008 for lead)

{Existing



N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  –  L Q G F A C I L I T Y  C L O S U R E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

• § 66262.17(a)(8)(B)
• Who: RCRA LQGs only
• Closure notification RQ’s:
• Notify DTSC using EPA Form 8700-12
• When: at least 30 days prior to closing facility

• Can request additional time, but must submit request within 75 days after initial 
date provided

• Within 90 days after closing facility
• If unable to comply with closure standards (66262.17(a)(8)(C) or (D), must notify 

using form 8700-12 that facility is closing as a landfill (66265.310 or 66265.445(b))
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  –  L Q G F A C I L I T Y  C L O S U R E  R Q ’ S

LQG Site Closure 
Notification in 

HWTS

24



N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  –  L Q G F A C I L I T Y  C L O S U R E  R Q ’ S
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  L Q G U N I T  C L O S U R E  R Q ’ S

• Must meet one of the following closure conditions:
1. Place a notice in the operating record w/in 30 days of closure of the 

container; or
2. Meet closure performance standards as follows:

• HWG must minimize the need for further maintenance to protect human health 
and the environment.

• Remove or decon all contaminated equipment, structures, soil and HW residues
• Any HW generated during closure must be managed w/in 90 days
• If any contaminated soils and wastes can’t be removed or deconned, the waste 

accumulation unit is considered a landfill
• HWG shall perform post-closure care landfill RQs (§ 66265.310)

3. Follow the facility closure notification procedures
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Applies to LQGs: RCRA and non-RCRA



N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  I N C O M P A T I B L E  W A S T E S  I N  S A T E L L I T E  
A C C U M U L AT I O N  A R E A S  ( S A A )

• § 66262.15(a)(3)
1. Incompatible waste/materials must not be placed in the same 

container
2. HW must not be placed in an unwashed container that 

previously held an incompatible waste/material
3. A container holding an incompatible waste/material must be 

separated from the other materials or wastes by any practical 
means (e.g. dike, berm, wall, etc.)
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  A R R A N G E M E N T  W I T H  L O C A L  A U T H O R I T I E S

• § 66262.16(b)(6)(F) & § 66262.256 – SQGs & LQGs
• “Attempt” to make arrangements with local authorities (i.e., PDs, FDs, 

local hospitals, LEPC?, etc.)
• HMBP Submission may satisfy this RQ

• Shall document in operating records attempts to make arrangements 
with local authorities, if agencies decline to enter into such 
arrangements
• Operating record – refers to a set of records maintained at generator 

facility.
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  Q U I C K  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E  ( Q R G )

• § 66262.262(b)
• LQGs only
• Currently applies to new LQGs only, “LQGs that first become 

subject to provisions after 7/1/2024…”
• Existing LQGs must develop QRG when revising contingency 

plans
• DTSC has provided a template
• LQG Contingency Plan template does not meet QRG RQs
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  Q U I C K  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E  ( Q R G )

• Required Elements of QRG:
1. Types/names of HW and associated hazards
2. Maximum amount of each HW
3. ID of any HW where exposure would require unique or special treatment
4. Map of facility showing where HW are generated, accumulated, treated and 

routes for accessing these wastes
5. Street map of the facility in relation to surrounding businesses, schools, 

residential areas
6. Locations of water supply
7. ID of onsite notification systems (e.g., fire alarm, smoke alarms)
8. Name of emergency coordinator(s) and 24/7 emergency telephone number

HMBP ERPs do not satisfy QRG RQs
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N E W  R E Q U I R E M E N T  –  Q U I C K  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E  ( Q R G )

• DTSC has provided a 

template and 

instructions for LQGs 

to use as guidance

• Contingency Plan QRG 

Template
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W H A T  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  S TA N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y

• Yes – we CAN issue 
GIR violations

• Buuutt… education 
first approach 
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P H A S E  I I  A N D  O P T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N S

• Less stringent than CA’s existing HW program
1. New RQs allowing VSQGs to voluntarily send their HW to certain LQGs -  (40 CFR 262.14(a)(5)(vii) 

and 262.17(f)

2. Special RQ’s for accumulating ignitable/reactive wastes for LQGs -  (20 CFR 262.17(a)(1)(vi))

3. New RQs for HWGs that temporarily change HWG status as a result of an episodic event – (40 
CFR 262 subpart L)

4. Addition of language to HW determination criteria – (40 CFR 262.11)

5. Distinguishing between independent RQs and conditions for exemption – (40 CFR 262.10(a) and 
(g))

6. Revisions to the SAA RQs for SQGs and LQGs – (40 CFR 262.15)

7. Relocate conditions for exemption for VSQGs – (40 CFR 261.5 – 40 CFR 262.14)
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R E F E R E N C E S

• GIR WEBSITE
• Generator Improvements Rule | Department of Toxic Substances 

Control
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