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 SPCC vs. APSA
 Qualified Facilities
 SPCC Plans
 APSA Regulations
 STI SP001 Tank and Container Inspections









 Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC)
◦ Administered by federal EPA
◦ SPCC Plan required at 1,320 gallons of oil
◦ Oil and mixtures of oil in containers over 55-gallons
◦ Intended to prevent spills to navigable waters of the US

 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA)
◦ Administered by Office of the State Fire Marshal
◦ SPCC Plan required for a 55-gallon tank in underground area (TIUGA)
◦ Only considerers petroleum mixtures towards threshold of 1,320 gallons
◦ Intended to prevent spills to waters of the state, including groundwater



 Qualified Facility Applicability 40 CFR 112.3(g)
◦ Less than 10,000 gallons of aboveground oil storage
◦ In the past 3 years has not had:
 A single discharge of oil greater than 1,000 gallons
 Two discharges of oil each greater than 42 gallons within 
 12-months



 Discharge Definition 40 CFR 112.1(b)
◦ Release oil that may be harmful into or upon the navigable 

waters of the United States or adjoining shorelines

 Discharges that “may be harmful” 40 CFR 110.3
◦ Violate applicable water quality standards
◦ Cause a film or sheen 
◦ Cause a sludge or emulsion to be deposited



 Tier I Qualified Facilities 40 CFR 112.6(a) 
May prepare and implement a self-certified SPCC Plan
◦ Tier I template from Appendix G to part 112; 

 APSA Tanks In Underground Area (TIUGA) Facility 
Also eligible for using the Tier I template; 
◦ A TIUGA only SPCC template is in development for less than 1,320 

gallons.

 Tier II Qualified Facilities 40 CFR 112.6(b) 
May prepare and implement a self-certified SPCC Plan
◦ Tier II template from Office of the State Fire Marshal;

https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template#Tier%20I%20SPCC%20Template
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/calfire-osfm_tierii_spcc_plantemplate_05-2021-accessible.pdf?rev=0f2757843940483c88247338d4a5b31e
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/calfire-osfm_tierii_spcc_plantemplate_05-2021-accessible.pdf?rev=0f2757843940483c88247338d4a5b31e


Total Oil Storage Capacity ≤ 10,000 
gallons

Total Oil Storage Capacity > 10,000 
gallons

Non-Qualified Facility

Discharge ˃ 1,000 gallons or two 
discharge ˃ 42 gallons 

Requires PE certified SPCC Plan



 The SPCC Plan is a facility-specific document to protect the 
navigable waterways through:
◦ Procedures to minimize the potential for oil to Spill
◦ Prevention of oil discharges through containment
◦ Control measures to keep oil discharges from impacting shorelines and 

waters of the U.S.
◦ Countermeasures to contain, clean-up, and mitigate discharges through 

spill response measures



 The following information must be included in SPCC Plans:
◦ Use containers suitable for the oil stored; 
◦ Identify contractors or other local personnel who can help you clean up 

an oil spill; 
◦ Overfill prevention for bulk oil storage containers; 
◦ Provide effective, sized secondary containment for bulk storage 

containers; 
◦ Provide general secondary containment; 
◦ Test or inspect bulk storage containers for integrity on a regular 

schedule;
◦ Keep a written record of your inspections. 



 SPCC Plan Documentation
◦ Training
◦ Inspections
◦ Spill History
◦ 5-year site evaluation and SPCC Plan review
◦ Amendments



Review SPCC Plan details

Conduct site evaluation

No changes to 
potential oil 

discharge

Complete SPCC 
Review page

Changes to potential 
oil discharge

Amend SPCC Plan Implement SPCC 
Amendment



 Technical Amendment
◦ Change in the facility design, construction, operation, or maintenance 

that materially affects its potential for a discharge (112.1(b)).

 Non-technical Amendment
◦ Administrative changes
 Changes to ownership, emergency contacts, phone numbers, or names
 Product changes compatible with existing tank/secondary containment 

conditions
 Replacing identical quality/capacity/number containers or equipment



 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act 
California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.67 
Requires SPCC Plan following 40 CFR Part 112

 
 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) Program 

Regulations (December 2024)
California Code of Regulations Title 19, Division 1, Chapter 11 
◦ Additional requirements for APSA facilities and inspection

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=20.&title=&part=&chapter=6.67.&article
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=20.&title=&part=&chapter=6.67.&article
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I94340FB0C1A111EFB34ED852991BCC29&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)


 Corrosion Protection Detail
◦ § 1606 requires protection of piping and supporting 

components from corrosion and to prevent galvanic 
corrosion.



◦ § 1607(b) UST tanks shall not be used as AST tanks.
◦ § 1607(c) a rail car, tank car, or tank vehicle shall not be 

used as a storage tank in a permanent, or fixed 
installation.



◦ § 1607(b) UST tanks shall not be used as AST tanks.
◦ § 1607(c) a rail car, tank car, or tank vehicle shall not be 

used as a storage tank in a permanent, or fixed 
installation.



 § 1609 and § 1610 Inspection Determination
 Facilities with less than 10,000 gallons of petroleum may be 

inspected at least once every three years.

 Inspections prioritized based on:
◦ 1. A facility that has not had a routine inspection under APSA;
◦ 2. Facilities with most time elapsed between APSA routine 

inspections; and
◦ 3. Threat to waters of the state.



 § 1611 Overview of SPCC Plan Compliance Requirements:
◦ SPCC Plan, including amendments, is complete and appropriate;
◦ SPCC Plan has been certified by the owner or operator, or a PE;
◦ A documented review of the SPCC Plan has been conducted at 

least once every five years;



 § 1611 Overview of SPCC Plan Compliance Requirements:
◦ Appropriate containment and/or diversionary structures or 

equipment are provided;
◦ Periodic inspections and applicable tests following SPCC Plan;



 § 1611 Overview of SPCC Plan Compliance Requirements:
◦ Records of the training and discharge prevention briefings are 

documented for a minimum of 3 years.
◦ The visible discharges have been promptly corrected and 

accumulations of petroleum in diked areas are promptly 
removed.



 Prepare an SPCC Plan
 File a tank facility statement/annual certification of the 

Hazardous Material Business Plan elements
 Conduct training
 Conduct inspections
 Implement SPCC Plan
 Update SPCC Plan





 How often are you required to inspect bulk storage tanks by 
the SPCC Rule?
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Tank Category
◦ Spill Control:

 Remote impounding;
 Secondary containment dike/berm;
 Open top steel diked AST; and
 Closed top steel diked AST, double-wall AST and concrete-encased 

AST with overfill prevention.
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Tank Category
◦ Continuous Release Detection Methods (CRDM):

 Release prevention barrier;
 Double-wall AST or double-bottom AST;
 Elevated AST;
 Steel diked AST; and
 Concrete-encased AST.
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• Spill Control
• CRDM

Category 
1

• Spill Control OnlyCategory 2

• CDRMCategory 3



 Inspections
◦ Owner/Representative
 Periodic inspections

 Tanks Monthly and Annual
 Portable Containers Monthly

 Retain records for 3 years
◦ Certified Inspector
 Category 1 Tanks 

 5,001-gallons or more 20-year external inspection
 Category 2 and 3

 Combination of external internal and leak testing inspections
 Retain records for the life of the tank

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf
https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Annual-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf
https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


Any issues with this tank?
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 Check for Water

◦ Water provides place for bacteria go grow, corrode metals and affect 
product quality.

◦ Reduce monitoring frequency to annual if water is not found for 4 
consecutive months.

◦ If measurable water is found, test for bacteria that could cause 
corrosion or remove the source of water and continue monthly 
monitoring



 Water monitoring is not required for:
◦ Tanks that are expected to have water (gasoline with ethanol)
◦ Waste tanks, if drained from the lowest point in the tank and emptied 

every 180 days or throughput is greater or equal to tank capacity in 
180-day period.

◦ Category 1 tanks with bottom drains with 120-day throughput greater 
or equal to tank capacity.

◦ Category 1 tanks agitated to prevent formation of a water layer to 
support bacteria.

◦ Thermoplastic tanks (asphalt oil) 
◦ Follow STI publication Keeping Water Out of Your Storage System



Any issues with this tank?
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Any issues with this tank?



Any issues with this tank?



Any issues with these containers?
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id Belt, QSP
Jack Becker
Compliance Services Manager
jbecker@condorearth.com
209.454.7394 CONDOR EARTH

Stockton, Sonora, Jamestown, Gold River

mailto:jbecker@condorearth.com
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