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Overview

 CERS Sections 

 Submissions

 Possible Reasons for Submittal Rejection 

 Challenges and Obstacles 

 Updates for NextGen



CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING SYSTEM 

(CERS)

 CERS is California’s web-based system for electronically reporting required 
Unified Program information between businesses, local agencies, and the U.S. 
EPA.



CERS Summary 
  Assembly Bill 2286 

 Approved September 29, 2008

 Effective January 1, 2009

 All Unified Program–regulated businesses and local Unified Program Agencies 
(UPAs) are required to electronically report and submit mandatory Unified 
Program information through CERS or a local UPA portal.

 Hazardous material regulatory activities, including:

 Facility Information

 Hazardous Material Business Plans

 Site Maps

 Emergency Response Plan/Contingency

 Underground Storage Tanks

 Aboveground Storage Tanks

 Hazardous Waste Generation

 Inspections

 Compliance and Enforcement Actions

https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/cers-nextgen-cupa-connection-newsletter-august-2025-edition/



Welcome

 If you have an account, login 

 If you are new, create an account



Signing Up

 Fill out the required 

information

 Submit (Create My Account)

 Look for an activation link 

(24 hours)





It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



Business Activities 

 Indicate which 

programs are 

applicable

 Mark “yes” to 

open program 

element



It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



Business Owner/Operator Information 

 Facility 

Address

 Owner 

Information

 Primary 

Contact with 

24-hour phone 

number

 Secondary 

Contact with 

24-hour phone 

number



Business Owner/Operator Information 

 Billing Contact

 Environmental 

Contact – usually 

first contact

 Property Owner 

Information



It is time so submit! (by March 1st)

 ALWAYS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT THIS ELEMENT  

 Business Activities

 Indicate which programs are applicable

 Mark “yes” to open program element

 Business Owner/Operator Information 

 Owner – sole ownership, could be Inc or LLC if applicable

 Primary Contact with 24-hour phone number

 Environmental Contact – usually first contact

 Billing Contact

 Property Owner Information

➢ The EPA ID is currently inactive for this 

facility. Reactivate it and I will be able to 

accept this portion of your submittal. If you 

need any help with this email me at 209-

525-6772 or email at jmramirez@envres.org

➢ Please provide the property owner 

information and I will be able to accept this 

submittal element, if you have any 

questions, you can contact me at 209-525-

6772 or email at jmramirez@envres.org

19 CCR Section 2652(a)(1)

mailto:jmramirez@envres.org
mailto:jmramirez@envres.org


It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



HAZARDOUS MATERIAL INVENTORY

 Chemical name 

 Indicate if material is an Extremely Hazardous Substance (EHS)

 Is the material a trade secret? 

 What is the physical state and material type? 

 What are the associated Physical and Health Hazards (SDS sheets)

 Product’s on-site information: 

 Max at one time, 

 Average daily amount on site, 

 How many days is it in your facility, 

 How is it stored, 

 Where is it stored, 

 What are the conditions of its storage 

➢ Please make the following corrections to 

the Hazardous Materials Inventory, for all 

chemicals listed in the inventory… All fields 

must be completed before I can accept this 

portion of your submittal. If you have any 

questions, you can contact me at 209-525-

6772 or email at jmramirez@envres.org 

HSC 6.95 Section 25505(a)(1) 19 CCR Section 2652(a)(2)



HAZARDOUS MATERIAL INVENTORY



It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



Site Map

The site map must contain the 

following:

 North orientation

 Adjacent streets

 Access and exit points

 Evacuation staging areas

 Hazardous material handling 

and storage areas

 Emergency response equipment

If applicable 

 Emergency shutoffs

 Internal roads

 Loading areas

 Storm and sewer drains

 Your site map is missing a few elements. Please 

make sure you include the following (if 

applicable): north orientation, loading areas, 

internal roads, adjacent streets, storm and 

sewer drains, access and exit points, 

emergency shutoffs, evacuation staging areas, 

hazardous material handling and storage areas, 

and emergency response equipment If you have 

any questions feel free to call me at 209-525-

6772 or email at jmramirez@envres.org

HSC 6.95 Section 25505(2) 19 CCR Sections 2652(a)(3)

mailto:jmramirez@envres.org


It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



Emergency Response and Training Plans

The HMBP must include emergency response 
plans and procedures in the event of a 
reportable release or threatened release

 Immediate Notifications to:

 Local Emergency Response Personnel (911)

 Local CUPA (Stanislaus (209) 525-6700

 Cal OES (800) 852-7550

 Nearest Medical Facility

 RWQCB (916) 464-3291

 Procedures for the mitigation:

 How you plan to minimize any potential 
harm or damage to persons, property, or the 
environment.

 Evacuation plans and procedures

 Who are you going to call?

 What are you going to do?

 Where are you going to go?

HSC Section 6.95 Section 25505(a)(3) 19 CCR Section 2658



Emergency Response and Training Plans

 You must add the number of the Stanislaus County Department of Environmental Resources, (209) 525-

6700, to your emergency response plan in the section designating the "Local Unified Program Agency." 

Once you do this, I will accept your submittal. You also must add the REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL 

BOARD (RWQCB) number which is, (916) 464-3291. Lastly, you must add the nearest health treatment 

facility that you instruct your employees to go to in the instance of an emergency (NEAREST MEDICAL 

FACILITY / HOSPITAL NAME). If you have any questions you can contact me at (209) 525 – 6772 or via email 

at jmramirez@envres.org – Job



It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



Emergency Response and Training Plans

HMBP must also include a training program, for all employees, that 

includes training in safety procedures in the event of a release or threatened 

release of a hazardous material.

 The program shall take into consideration the responsibilities of the 

employees to be trained and shall, at minimum, include:

 Methods for safe handling of hazardous materials.

 Procedures for coordination with local emergency response organizations.

 Use of emergency response equipment and supplies under the control of the 

handler.

 Familiarity with the emergency response plan and procedures.

The business plan shall include provisions for ensuring that appropriate 

personnel receive initial and refresher training. 

 The training must be documented electronically or by hard copy and shall 

be made available for a minimum of three years. 

HSC 6.95 Section 25505(a)(4) 19 CCR Section 2659



Emergency Response and Training Plans

 Every option has its own 

requirements which is based on 

the operations of your facility.

 Any aspect that is missing will 

lead to a rejected element. 

 Any plan that is submitted for 

response and training purposes is 

reviewed.



It is time so submit! (by March 1st)



CHANGES & UPDATES TO INFORMATION

When?

 WITHIN 30 DAYS UPDATE AND ELECTRONICALLY SUBMIT

 100% increase in quantity of hazardous material

 Addition of new hazardous material 

 A substantial change in the operations that requires modification to 
any portion of the business plan.

Did something change?

 Address

 Ownership

 Business Name

 Operations

 Update of site map 

 Update of Emergency Response Needed HSC, Chapter 6.95, Section 25508.1(a)-(f)

HSC, Chapter 6.95, Section 25508(a)(3)



CERS NextGen



Goals

Introduce the Project

Identify Key Changes

Discuss Common Questions



CERS NextGen

The technology supporting CERS is near-end-of-
life and needs a technology refresh. CalEPA is 
in the process of developing CERS NextGen.

A modern cloud-based platform

An adaptable solution that can accommodate 
future business needs 

 Enhanced data quality 



Project Timeline



Project Timeline

The Project has been split into two phases. 

 Phase 1 to build significant majority of the 
foundational system functionality and all 
functionality for the UST Program. 

 Phase 2 will complete the other 5 Programs. 
The version with complete functionality for all 
CUPA Programs is anticipated to be required in 
2027 but available in 2026.



Updates

How to receive updates for CERS Nextgen?

 You can subscribe to the email list, visit the CERS 
NextGen web page to subscribe the listserv:

https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/cersnextgen/

 Attend CERS NextGen Townhall Webinars.

 Presentation will be provided at CUPA Conference 
2026 March 23rd – 26th.



Key 

Changes



RTC Submission Process

 CERS NextGen will include the ability for a 

facility to enter Return-To-Compliance (RTC) 

information for violations cited during an 

inspection (or other “Compliance Activity”). 

 This new functionality will provide a fast and 

secure process for facilities to provide 

documents and pictures to their regulator to 

show they have corrected violations.



RTC Submission Process

Current State Future State

Expected changes: RTC information is provided 

directly to regulator.

Regulator provides new and 

updated violation

information to CERS.

RTC information can 

provided directly to 

regulator or

to CERS NextGen.

 

RTC information will exist as 

an independent record in

CERS NextGen that becomes 

related to a violation.

Comments:
Businesses will need to learn a new function in CERS NextGen if we choose to utilize it.

We will keep businesses in the loop if this feature is utilized.

Current State Future State

Expected changes: RTC information is provided 

directly to regulator.

Regulator provides new and 

updated violation

information to CERS.

RTC information can 

provided directly to 

regulator or

to CERS NextGen.

 

RTC information will exist as 

an independent record in

CERS NextGen that becomes 

related to a violation.

Comments:

Current State Future State

Expected changes: RTC information is provided 

directly to regulator.

Regulator provides new and 

updated violation

information to CERS.

Comments:



Required / New Data Fields

Most existing data fields will become 

required in CERS NextGen and some new 

data fields will be added.



More Required Elements



Required / New Data Fields

Current State Future State

Expected changes: Most fields are legally 

required, in either statue or 

regulation but many data 

fields are not required to be 

filled in to make a successful 

submission.

Most data fields will become 

required to make a

successful submission.

New data fields will be 

created to support revised

business processes.

Comments:
Businesses will be required to enter information in most fields.

Current State Future State

Expected changes: Most fields are legally 

required, in either statue or 

regulation but many data 

fields are not required to be 

filled in to make a successful 

submission.

Most data fields will become 

required to make a

successful submission.

New data fields will be 

created to support revised

business processes.

Comments:

Current State Future State

Expected changes: Most fields are legally 

required, in either statue or 

regulation but many data 

fields are not required to be 

filled in to make a successful 

submission.

Comments:



Submittal Due Date Notification

Current State Future State

Expected changes: CERS allows, but does not 

require setting a next due 

date.

CERS NextGen will require 

that a due date be set for all

submittal elements.

Notifications will 

automatically be sent to 

businesses.

Comments:
Regulators will need to establish due dates in CERS NextGen. The standard due date is 

March 1st of each calendar year.

Current State Future State

Expected changes: CERS allows, but does not 

require setting a next due 

date.

CERS NextGen will require 

that a due date be set for all

submittal elements.

Notifications will 

automatically be sent to 

businesses.

Comments:

Current State Future State

Expected changes: CERS allows, but does not 

require setting a next due 

date.

Comments:



Modified Submittal Process

Current State Future State

Expected changes: New submittal must be 

made for any corrections.

A submittal element can be 

electronically returned to

a facility for revisions or for 

acceptance of minor

revisions made by the 

regulator.

Current State Future State

Expected changes: New submittal must be 

made for any corrections.



Recyclable Materials Report 

Documentation

Current State Future State

Expected changes: Submittal requires a 

document to be scanned

and uploaded.

Submittal is on-screen with 

data entry fields.

Current State Future State

Expected changes: Submittal requires a 

document to be scanned

and uploaded.



UST Records

Current State Future State

Expected changes: UST information stored 

within submittal elements.

USTs will exist as separate 

tank and monitoring plan

records. Tank information 

will be stored in the tank 

record.

 

USTs can be transferred to a 

new facility upon ownership 

change.

Current State Future State

Expected changes: UST information stored 

within submittal elements.



Common Questions

What data will be migrated to the new system?

The retention of historic submittals will follow the 

State Office of the Secretary's records retention 

policy. In general this means 7 years of historical 

data will be retained.



Common Questions

Will the chemical inventory data not migrate to CERS 
NextGen if incomplete or will facilities just not be 
able to certify/resubmit the migrated submission if 
this information is missing?

CERS NextGen will implement new system rules to 
ensure future submittal requirements are clear to users 
and data provided is of higher quality. A user will not be 
able to certify or submit if data does not meet the new 
system requirements.



Common Questions

Will the CERS NextGen have a document library 

for users similar to UNIDOCS?

Unidocs predates CERS and should not be used as 

the sole source for information pertaining to 

compliance with Unified Programs. Many templates 

have been converted to data entry within CERS 

NextGen.



Common Questions

Can there be control over who receives 

automated emails for particular sites?

Notifications will be configurable in the new 

system. Specific rules for these notification have 

not yet been finalized.



Common Questions

How can businesses prepare for CERS NextGen?

Ensure the current data within CERS is as accurate 

and complete as possible. Ensure every business has 

a lead business user.



Contact us

Job Ramirez MPH / HMS II:

jmramirez@envres.org

Direct: (209) 525-6772

Cell: (209) 534-6335 

Wed – Sat 7:00 AM – 5:30 PM

Maxwell Wagner HMS II:
mwagner@envres.org

Direct: (209) 525-6749

Cell: (209) 480-2440

Mon-Thur 7:00 AM – 5:30 PM

“We Build Community by promoting 

a safe and healthy environment.”
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